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Rationale

Reading for pleasure is a vital part of every child’s educational entitlement. Developing a love
of reading has huge benefits for children, contributing to pupils’ educational achievement across the
curriculum in addition to providing a lifetime of enjoyment. At St Laurence’s Catholic Primary school,
we believe in both the importance of developing children’s discrete word-reading skills and
comprehension, as well as the need to foster a love of books and reading. ‘Reading widely and often
increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in
everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure house of wonder and
Jjoy for curious young minds,’ (National Curriculum). We recognise that these two elements are
intertwined: each relies on the other if children are to become life= long readers . With so much
competition for children’s time and attention it is vital that we embed a culture of reading into the
core of what we do as a school, helping every child to become a lifelong reader. At St Laurence’s
Catholic School we ensure reading is a fop priority within all areas of the curriculum. We ensure
purposeful books and vocabulary focuses are at the heart of everything we teach to ensure
extensive reading and exposure to a wide range of texts make a vital contribution to every child's
educational achievement, regardless of their personal background.
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Charlie And The
Chocolate
Factory By
Roald Dahl.

We have been
listening to and
watching one
of Roald Dahl’s
Famous stories
and we learned
all about his
job as and
Author.




In Reception we learnt
about the job Roald”
Dahl has and some of
his stories we knew
already. We then
listened to the very
funny “The Enormous
Crocodile” We loved it!!
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Manday. 23 September
English: Qut and Abogt
LO: To respond to illustration

o
: In Year 1, we have been reading a poem called ‘Wind’.
First, we looked at the poem’s illustration without words. We discussed what we could
see, how the image made us feel as well as our own experiences of windy weather.
We recorded our thoughts through both images and words.



In Y2, we have been learning
about a story called ‘The
Lonely Beast.” We have looked
at lots of different images
from.the story and inferred
about the characters.
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We have used drama and
completed some thigk, feel,
says to show our
understanding about an
image.




Year Three

Year 3 have been reading Stone Age Boy in English and
topic. We have been using this to practise our GPS and
comparing the differences between the Stone Age and

We started the year by
~— reading The Trouble with
. Dragons. The dragons
do not treat their planet
with love and respect
and we compared this to
how we treat our planet.
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Year Four

In Year 4, we have been learning about Hope Jones Saves the World. Hope is a -
ten year old girl who wants to stop using single-use plastic as it is domg more
harm than good for the environment,. -

o
We looked ot images of Hope, like the one below to interpret her feelings when -
she finds quite how much single-use plastic she has in her kitchen and
bathroom, -




Year 4 - Roald Dahl Day

In Year 4, we also celebrated Roald Dahl Day. We looked at an extract from
James and the Giant Peach and also watched the trailer to the animated
movie. As we were working on writing a persuasive letter and speech in
English for Hope Jones Saves the World, we looked at persuasive *
advertising for James and the Giant Peach as we want everyone to come
an in in on this fabulous, once in a lifetime experience!
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Year S explored storytelling through illustrations -by
interpreting given images and creating their own,
They shared thoughts on the stories behmd each

plc'l'ure and then reflec'tecl on each other's artwork.

This process helped them understand how images can
tell stories and encouro:'%ecl lc‘:reoﬂvrl'y and peer
feedbac
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Year Six

In English, we are reading ‘The Promise’ a picture book about the power we have to transform our -
world, which links to our whole school reading value for this half term ‘Our World’. We have analysed

the front cover and used our inference skills to make predictions about the text. The children have also
used the language and imagery within the book to create draw their own illustration of the setting,which

they have used as inspiration for a poem.




Year Six

In Year 6, we spent a week looking at extracts from the Roald Dahl book ‘The BFG’. During the week,
we analysed text extracts, created dream jars with aspirations for the upcoming year and created
character descriptions and illustrations for our own horrible giants, inspired by those in the book.




