Dear parents, 

We hope everyone is enjoying the sunshine and staying safe at home. We value all the time your child is spending with their family and hope you are loving making new memories during this lockdown period. We just wanted to show you what we would be covering in Nursery this term. This may help you with some ideas and activities you could do at home based around these topics. We are sure you are providing the best support for your children, however should you have any questions or wish to speak to us about anything you may be struggling with could you please let us know through tapestry and we will do our best to support you.
We miss you all!

Thank you all for staying home and helping us to get through this situation,

Miss Joiner and Mrs Middleham.
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Phonics activity ideas
These are some ideas you could do at home. Do not worry if you can not cover all or any of these ideas they are just suggestions you may want to do at home with the resources you have.
Small world
· Provide a range of objects, small world figures or animals and encourage your child to pick out those beginning with a specific sound e.g. e for elephant, t for tin.
· Emphasise the initial sound and ask your child to display their objects on a paper plate or plastic tray. Practise naming each figure in their collection.

· Tell them to close their eyes while you add another figure, object or animal starting with a different letter. Encourage them to point to the odd one out and explain why it is the odd one out.

· Repeat the game, supporting your child to take turns with you or another sibling by inserting and identifying the odd one out.

· Children could also use the small world collection to invent stories that relate to a specific letter.

Role play
· Give your child a wallet/purse, bags or baskets as well as paper and pencils. Suggest that they write a shopping list before visiting the shop e.g. a cupboard in your kitchen with different foods in or maybe the couch with toy food if you have these at home. Encourage them to mark make or practise letter formation of the beginning sound for the things they would like to get from the shop. Support their recognition of other words that begin with the specific letter and sound.

· Ask children to show you something they have ‘bought’ that begins with a particular letter and sound.
Construction
· On blocks, bricks, tiles, small stones or beads add letters to them either with labels or write them on with a pen displaying a particular letter on each one. If you would like to challenge your child ensure there is a wide range of letters to enable them to work towards making some CVC words (consonant vowel consonant words e.g. cat/tin/wet/man).

· Say each sound in turn and encourage children to relate these to the letters.

· Encourage your child to build towers, lay out the stones or beads to form words.

· Provide pencils/crayons/chalk/pens and paper and ask them to draw their constructions or copy their words. They could also use cameras or tablets to take photographs of their work for display or to put on tapestry.
Modelling and messy play
· Lay out lengths of string or cooked spaghetti and challenge children to form letters from these.
· Show your child pictures of letters, drawn letters on paper, letter stamps or letter blocks for them to form letters or CVC words (consonant vowel consonant words e.g. cat/tin/wet/man) in play dough, modelling clay, mud or sand.

· If you have tinned pasta letter shapes you could put them into washing tub or tray (you may wish to drain or wash off some of the tomato sauce when setting up) and ask your child to select letters for letter recognition or you could lay them out and ask them to tell you a specific sound or they could make simple words.

· As with the construction activities, encourage your child to identify letters and take photographs of the words they can form.
Outdoors

· Provide children with props to act out a story that reflects the letter and sound focus e.g. b for building a bridge for the Billy Goats Gruff or provide tools for a specific activity such as b for blowing bubbles.
· Big chalks will give children the opportunity to practise forming letters on the pavement or brick walls.
