Dear Parents,

I hope you are all well and staying safe! 
We have glorious weather and all our activities can be done indoors and out. Here’s a few ideas to keep your little bees busy based on blending and segmenting sounds and words. 
Hope you are enjoying some lovely family time and if you need any help or support please contact us through tapestry. Also if you have any activities you would like to share with us for example any junk modelling / drawing / colouring / baking you have done during lockdown we would love to see them on tapestry please share and brighten our day.
Thank you for all your help and co-operation during these last few weeks. Lets stay positive!
Miss Joiner & Mrs Middleham

Tips/Games to help to support your child to BLEND sounds:
Practicing during daily routines.

It is important that children have plenty of experience of listening to adults modelling oral blending.  For example, when giving your child instructions to asking questions you can segment the last word into separate phonemes (sounds) and then blend the sounds together to say the word (e.g. Sit on the m-a-t, mat! Or get your p-a-n, pan!  Who can touch their l-e-g, leg?)  Use only single syllable words for oral blending.  

Making lunch.

You could introduce a soft toy to your child that can only speak in ‘sound-talk’.  Your child sees the toy whispering in your ear.  For example, What would Charlie like for tea today?  The toy speaks silently in your ear and you repeat ‘H-a-m looking puzzled and then say ‘oh ham!’  Now invite your child to see if they can speak like the toy. Do you think you could try to toy talk?  Say h-a-m (the child repeats h-a-m).  Ask the toy again. What else would you like?  Be careful to think of items with names only single syllables (e.g. jam, ham, nuts).

Choosing game/Eye spy.

Lay out a selection of familiar objects with names that contain three phonemes (e.g. dog, cat, bus, hen, pen, cup).  Check that your child can recognise each object.  Bring out the sound-talking toy and ask your child to listen very carefully while it says the names of one of the objects in sound-talk. The toy then sound-talks the word, leaving a short gap between each sound.  Encourage your child to say the word and identify the object.  Your child can then repeat the sounds and blend them together (eg. c-u-p, cup) – it is important that they do this and don’t simply listen to you doing so. You could even make it more fun by turning it into a game of eye spy!
Tips/Games to help to support your child to SEGMENT words:

Picking from a bag.

When children are used to hearing the toy say words in sound-talk and blending the individual sounds to make words, you can see whether they can speak in sound-talk.  Choose some objects with three-phoneme names that you are sure they know and hide them in a box or bag.  Allow your child to pick an object, and then ask them to try to say the separate sounds in the name of the object, just like the toy (e.g. d-o-g). You could use the same objects as you used to practice blending first, to build up their confidence. If we say the phonemes in that word one by one, how many phonemes can we hear? Let’s use our fingers to help us: p-i-g, one, two, three phonemes.
